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Research in fruity garden investigated the meanings 
invested in the altered landscapes in low, medium 
and high-cost urban residential areas.  It was found 
that the majority of urban residents contested the 
existing homogenous landscape comprising of 
ornamental shade trees and ground cover.  This 
research relied on the rural cultural landscapes 
of the Malay, Chinese and Indian communities as 
one of the theoretical frameworks underpinning 
landscape alteration undertaken by rural-urban 
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migrants in urban residential areas.  
Theories of place identity, place attachment and 
the everyday landscape reinforced the importance 
of this landscape alteration phenomenon as 
practised by the urban residents of a homogenous 
living environment.  This study engaged with the 
post-occupancy evaluation method, allowing the 
researcher to investigate the landscape changes to 
the existing landscape made by the residents living 
in low, medium and high-cost residential areas.  The 
influence of grounded-theory helped the researcher 
to shape the field work investigations.  Findings of 
this research informed that the low and medium-
cost residents in particular, were found to have 
special interest in fruit species being planted in the 
semi-public spaces, rather than ornamental trees as 
compared to the high-cost housing residents. 
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